
 

Year 4 Grammar Overview 

 

Autumn Term 1 

 

Autumn Term 2 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1  I can identify which words within a sentence and paragraph begin with a 
capital letter e.g when our class visited the beach, i built a sandcastle. eric 
and fatima helped me. 

Week 2 Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech, 
(for example a comma after the reporting clause, and punctuation within 
inverted commas. (The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

I can use full stops and question marks appropriately. 

Week 3 Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech, 
(for example a comma after the reporting clause, and punctuation within 
inverted commas. (The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

I can use exclamation marks appropriately. 

Week 4 Learn how to use sentences with different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command. 

I can recognise different forms of sentences such as commands, 
statements, questions, and exclamations. 

Week 5 Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech, 
(for example a comma after the reporting clause, and punctuation within 
inverted commas. (The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

I can use inverted commas to indicate speech. (speech marks) 

Week 6 Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech, 
(for example a comma after the reporting clause, and punctuation within 
inverted commas. (The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

I can use inverted commas to indicate speech. (speech marks) 

Week 7 Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition. 

I can identify nouns (common, proper, abstract) 
I can use capital letters for proper nouns & the word ‘I’. 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1 Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition. 

I can use pronouns for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition. 

Week 2 Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition. 

I can identify possessive pronouns and understand how they differ from 
other pronouns. 

Week 3  I can use adjectives to describe a noun. 



 

Spring Term 1 

 

Spring Term 2 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 4  I can identify verbs in sentences. 

Week 5  I can recognise verbs in the past tense. 

Week 6  I can recognise verbs in the present tense. 

Week 7  I can use apostrophes in contractions e.g. do not becomes don’t 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1  I can use commas in a list. 

Week 2 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 
wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although. 

I can use co-ordinating conjunctions: and, but, or, so 

Week 3 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 
wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although. 

I can use subordinating conjunctions: when, if, because, although 

Week 4 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 
wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although. 
 
Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns 
and preposition phrases. 

I can use subordinating conjunctions: when, if, because, although 
(consolidate) 
 
I can understand how to create expanded noun phrases. 

Week 5 Using prepositions to express time and cause. I can identify prepositions of place and time. 

Week 6 Using prepositions to express time and cause. I can identify prepositions to express time, place and cause and use 
prepositional phrases. 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1 Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns 
and preposition phrases. 

I can expand noun phrases to make my writing more interesting.  

Week 2  I can explain the difference between a phrase and a clause. 



 

Summer Term 1 

 

Summer Term 2 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 3 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause… I can recognise a main clause. 

Week 4 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause… I can recognise a subordinate clause begins with a subordinating 
conjunction such as: when, if, because, although. 

Week 5 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause… I can use fronted adverbials of time. 

Week 6 Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause… I can use fronted adverbials of place. 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1 Use of commas after fronted adverbials. I can use a comma after fronted adverbials of time and place. 

Week 2 Use of commas after fronted adverbials. I can use a comma after fronted adverbials of time and place. 

Week 3 Using adverbs to express time and cause. I can recognise and use adverbs of manner. (How) 

Week 4 Using adverbs to express time and cause. I can recognise and use adverbs of time. (When) 

Week 5 Using adverbs to express time and cause. I can recognise and use adverbs of place. (Where) 

Week 6 Word family I can recognise word families. 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 1  I can use determiners ‘a’ and ‘an’ appropriately. 

Week 2 Apostrophes to mark plural possession (for example, the girl’s name, the 
girls’ name.) 

I can use apostrophes to show possession in singular e.g. Tom’s hat. 

Week 3 Apostrophes to mark plural possession (for example, the girl’s name, the 
girls’ name.) 

I can use apostrophes to show possession in plural e.g. The boys’ toilets 



 

What does it say in the National Curriculum? 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7de93840f0b62305b7f8ee/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf 

Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 

English appendix 2 

Week National Curriculum Learning Objective 

Week 4 Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms 
(for example: ‘we were’ instead of ‘we was’ or ‘I did’ instead of ‘I done’. 

I can understand how to use the verbs ‘was’ and ‘were’ appropriately in 
my writing. 

Week 5 Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms 
(for example: ‘we were’ instead of ‘we was’ or ‘I did’ instead of ‘I done’. 

I can understand how to use the verbs ‘did’ and ‘done’ appropriately in 
my writing. 

Week 6 Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. I can use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 

Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Pupils should be taught to:  

• develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  
o extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although  
o using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense  
o choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  
o using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause  
o using fronted adverbials  
o learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2  

• indicate grammatical and other features by:  
o using commas after fronted adverbials  
o indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns  
o using and punctuating direct speech  

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading. 

Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Word The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 
Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

Sentence Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths teacher 
with curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7de93840f0b62305b7f8ee/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf


 

Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Text Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme  
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation within 
inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”] 
Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names] Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Terminology for 
pupils 

determiner 
pronoun, possessive pronoun 
adverbial 


